Supplemental Tables and Notes

Table 57-1 Minority field concentration ratio' and dissimilarity index” at the bachelor’s degree
level: Academic years ending 1977-96

Field of study 1977 1979 1981 1985 1987 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996
Black
Humanities and social/behavioral sciences 1.02 1.03 1.01 098 094 092 093 093 093 094 09 096 0.97
Humanities 0.69 0.78 0.74 083 0.83 0.80 0.81 0.78 0.80 080 0.82 0.82 0.83
Social and behavioral sciences 132 127 127 113 106 104 1.05 1.07 1.07 1.08 1.09 1.10 1.10
Natural and computer sciences and engineering 0.60 0.61 0.66 0.75 0.90 094 095 096 095 094 091 090 0.90
Natural sciences 0.65 0.69 0.74 0.81 087 091 090 092 092 091 086 0.83 0.85
Life sciences 0.70 0.77 0.81 092 092 1.00 099 096 095 095 0.87 0.83 0.86
Physical sciences 0.45 044 057 058 073 072 073 0.79 0.77 0.72 0.71 0.72 0.72
Mathematics 0.78 0.85 0.82 091 093 095 088 0946 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 098
Computer sciences and engineering 0.51 051 059 0.71 092 096 098 098 097 096 096 0.97 0.95
Computer and information sciences 091 091 083 098 144 168 1.71 159 1.61 167 1.70 1.68 1.55
Engineering 045 045 054 048 061 0.60 0.63 0.68 0.68 0.70 0.67 0.68 0.69
Engineering technologies — — — 1.04 108 108 1.14 1.19 1.17 1.01 105 1.07 1.12
Technical and professional .11 1.1 111 111 1.07 1.06 1.06 1.06 1.06 1.05 1.06 1.06 1.05
Education 142 140 135 1.01 081 0.71 066 0.67 0.69 070 0.74 0.75 0.78
Business management 1.03 1.01 1.02 109 107 107 1.09 1.12 1.13 1.14 119 120 1.19
Health sciences 0.84 081 084 099 103 1.15 120 1.17 1.05 1.02 087 0.92 091
Ofther technical/professional 097 1.10 1.18 129 129 129 129 126 123 121 1.17 116 1.14
Dissimilarity Index? 12,70 11.20 10.84 7.80 7.85 8.85 9.31 9.48 8.69 847 9.19 9.06 8.48
Hispanic

Humanities and social/behavioral sciences 123 122 120 1.15 1.11 1.14 113 1.10 1.17 1.18 121 122 122
Humanities 1.17 115 111 1.09 1.10 1.10 1.12 1.06 1.13 1.19 122 124 1.24
Social and behavioral sciences 129 128 129 120 1.13 1.18 1.14 1.13 122 1.17 120 1.20 1.21
Natural and computer sciences and engineering 0.85 0.88 0.91 092 1.05 1.05 1.07 107 103 099 09 094 0.92
Natural sciences 0.82 089 094 095 098 1.01 098 099 098 092 091 0.84 0.83
Life sciences 089 1.04 113 125 126 125 1.18 120 1.16 1.08 1.03 094 091
Physical sciences 0.71 0.66 0.70 064 0.77 0.77 070 0.71 0.63 064 0.65 0.55 0.56
Mathematics 0.76 0.76 0.72 067 062 0.72 080 0.80 0.88 0.77 0.87 0.83 0.86
Computer sciences and engineering 090 086 087 091 109 108 1.12 1.13 1.07 1.05 1.00 1.03 1.01
Computer and information sciences 0.73 084 089 084 1.11 1.15 1.18 126 1.20 1.09 1.03 1.14 1.02
Engineering 092 0.86 087 093 1.09 1.09 1.07 1.10 1.04 1.05 1.00 1.03 1.01
Engineering technologies — — — 097 108 095 121 1.03 098 1.00 095 0.93 0.98
Technical/professional 0.89 091 092 095 092 090 090 092 0.88 088 0.87 0.87 0.87
Education 1.05 1.11 1.12 1.04 089 0.74 0.81 0.86 0.73 0.64 064 0.62 0.64
Business management 0.84 0.85 0.87 094 097 097 093 094 093 098 1.00 1.03 1.04
Health sciences 0.72 076 0.75 089 0.75 0.79 0.87 0.85 0.78 0.74 0.68 0.66 0.65
Ofther technical/professional 0.84 0.87 090 096 093 096 094 095 095 097 094 094 094
Dissimilarity Index? 8.68 846 803 533 529 603 594 507 7.09 7.00 7.39 843 8.48
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Table 57-1 Minority field concentration ratio' and dissimilarity index* at the bachelor’s degree
level: Academic years ending 1977-96—Continued

Field of study 1977 1979 1981 1985 1987 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996
Asian/Pacific Islander
Humanities and social/behavioral sciences 096 092 087 082 086 0.88 0.87 086 0.88 0.88 090 0.90 0.91
Humanities 090 0.88 084 079 082 0.80 0.81 0.80 0.81 083 0.85 0.83 0.85
Social and behavioral sciences 1.02 096 089 084 090 095 093 093 094 093 096 097 0.97
Natural and computer sciences and engineering 1.55 1.69 1.89 201 213 223 235 238 232 226 215 211 207
Natural sciences 146 156 156 1.81 191 201 213 213 216 216 211 214 2.14
Life sciences 1.62 1.78 1.72 199 216 233 254 255 271 268 264 262 256
Physical sciences 1.06 1.07 121 120 1.38 147 163 162 146 145 126 136 1.45
Mathematics 148 1.65 1.78 235 200 188 1.67 1.64 146 1.44 141 141 1.34
Computer sciences and engineering 1.70 1.85 219 213 225 238 250 257 245 235 218 2.08 2.00
Computer and information sciences 1.74 1.85 229 212 217 241 258 252 248 256 239 230 222
Engineering 1.70 1.85 216 239 255 272 286 299 279 263 245 234 222
Engineering technologies — — — 112 132 122 118 122 121 1.10 096 0.87 0.87
Technical/professional 0.86 0.83 0.78 0.69 065 0.68 0.68 0.69 0.71 072 0.73 0.73 0.73
Education 042 038 033 032 036 029 022 019 020 021 020 0.22 0.23
Business management 1.15 1.08 097 087 076 087 090 09 1.01 1.06 1.10 1.13 1.13
Health sciences 1.16 1.02 099 077 073 076 0.86 0.88 0.87 0.82 082 0.81 0.82
Ofther technical/professional 0.87 0.83 0.75 058 062 057 055 055 052 052 052 051 0.50
Dissimilarity Index? 13.10 13.80 16.12 21.81 22.93 21.51 21.70 21.30 20.06 20.16 19.80 20.33 19.92
American Indian/Alaskan Native

Humanities and social/behavioral sciences 1.02 1.08 1.14 109 1.11 102 105 1.00 1.03 1.08 1.08 1.06 1.06
Humanities 094 092 1.03 105 107 1.02 1.07 1.00 1.04 103 1.04 1.04 1.03
Social and behavioral sciences 1.0 1.23 1256 1.14 1.16 102 1.03 099 1.02 1.13 1.11 1.07 1.09
Natural and computer sciences and engineering 0.76 0.75 0.69 0.87 0.87 094 0.83 091 0.87 089 0.87 089 0.85
Natural sciences 0.76 0.81 0.73 096 094 101 094 1.04 091 098 093 093 0.90
Life sciences 0.80 0.81 083 098 1.00 1.10 091 1.16 1.01 1.00 098 0.97 0.94
Physical sciences 0.81 0.72 0.69 092 091 093 1.14 1.04 085 1.09 0.86 092 0.90
Mathematics 0.50 095 043 094 083 0.89 081 0.76 070 0.79 0.82 0.77 0.70
Computer sciences and engineering 0.77 0.69 066 082 083 090 0.75 0.82 084 081 0.82 0.86 0.1
Computer and information sciences 0.66 035 038 086 081 086 096 092 085 084 0.74 098 0.75
Engineering 0.79 0.73 0.72 067 079 074 062 0.70 0.73 066 0.74 0.70 0.73
Engineering technologies — — — 1.31 101 146 091 107 122 133 1.19 128 120
Technical/professional 1.06 1.03 1.02 1.00 099 1.00 1.02 1.03 1.02 098 099 1.00 1.01
Education 1.37 139 1.36 1.21 123 1.31 125 124 121 1.11 117 126 126
Business management 0.79 079 0.82 091 081 083 081 0.84 0.82 086 082 078 0.84
Health sciences 0.73 0.87 083 096 1.05 1.02 1.08 1.14 1.156 1.03 096 097 098
Ofther technical/professional 121 1.10 1.16 105 1.14 1.08 1.19 1.13 1.14 1.05 112 1.11 1.06
Dissimilarity Index? 9.98 10.29 1047 575 723 624 7.32 576 626 532 619 646 570
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Table 57-1 Minority field concentration ratio' and dissimilarity index? at the bachelor’s degree
level: Academic years ending 1977-96—Continued
Field of study 1977 1979 1981 1985 1987 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996
Nonresident alien

Humanities and social/behavioral sciences 0.73 076 0.69 0.9 0.65 065 0.68 071 073 074 0.73 0.75 0.76
Humanities 0.71 076 0.5 0.66 0.63 0.65 067 072 075 076 074 0.78 0.77
Social and behavioral sciences 075 076 073 0.71 0.8 0.66 0.69 0.70 071 073 072 0.72 0.75
Natural and computer sciences and engineering 2.32 2.39 248 196 206 221 232 220 219 207 191 180 1.71
Natural sciences 122 1.19 1.10 1.08 1.02 1.16 120 124 123 120 1.03 095 0.89
Life sciences 1.11 093 086 081 0.81 097 098 1.07 099 1.00 0.82 076 0.73
Physical sciences 144 150 123 1.08 1.09 1.34 145 140 144 157 131 1.17 1.06
Mathematics 130 1.61 1.72 1.77 142 139 144 149 166 135 136 138 1.34
Computer sciences and engineering 419 3.89 3.77 250 267 287 307 291 293 278 269 258 251
Computer and information sciences 248 228 221 191 254 3.14 345 354 381 392 3.86 356 3.30
Engineering 442 412 409 343 348 3.64 3.84 3.08 3.06 289 273 266 259
Engineering technologies — — — 221 176 127 150 153 128 095 1.05 1.06 1.17
Technical/professional 0.77 0.70 0.68 0.78 0.79 0.81 0.80 0.84 0.84 0.87 091 092 0.94
Education 030 0.36 035 037 031 023 023 026 020 0.19 0.19 0.19 024
Business management 128 104 094 107 1.14 121 121 129 136 145 1.64 1.77 1.83
Health sciences 0.64 048 037 042 041 047 054 061 055 053 045 0.38 0.39
Other technical/professional 0.73 0.69 0.73 0.72 0.66 0.67 0.66 0.64 0.61 0.60 059 0.56 0.55

Dissimilarity Index?

24.88 22.44 22.47 20.38 23.87 25.29 25.73 26.07 27.38 28.11 30.32 31.08 30.94

— Data not available for field of study prior fo 1985.

' The minority field concentration ratio is calculated as the
percentage of a minority group earning bachelor’s degrees who
majored in a selected field of study divided by the percentage of
whites earning bachelor’s degrees who majored in the same field.
For example, the 1996 black-to-white concentration ratio for
education = 7.8/10.1 = 0.78. A value greater than 1 indicates that
minority graduates are more likely to major in that field than whites,
whereas a value less than 1 indicates that minority graduates are
less likely to major in that field than whites.

2 The dissimilarity index represents the percentage of students in a
minority group who would need to change fields in order to make

their percentage distribution across fields the same as the distribution
of white students. It is calculated as the sum of the absolute
difference between the percentages of minority and white students
majoring in each field divided by 2.

NOTE: Analysis includes only those degree recipients whose race-
ethnicity and field of study were known. See the supplemental note
to this indicator for a description of fields of study.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for
Education Statistics, Digest of Education Statistics, various years
(based on IPEDS “Completions” surveys).
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